Ethical Clothing Brand Boss calls for less Vanity and more respect for the worlds finite resources as she addresses members of the Textile Institute  at the Royal College of Art tonight.

Abigail Petit C.Text. ATI, Co-founder and Co-Director of the Gossypium brand in the prestigious Roy Godden lecture titled Textiles and Sustainability at the Royal College of Art will show how our superficial approach to fashion is no longer viable in our world of poverty and climate disruption.
Charting the rise of her brand from market stall to dynamic multi channel retailer, she explains how they put the fibre at the heart of their products and how they convinced M&S on the way to delivering a solution before many have really understood the problem.

The arrival of pure and fair cotton to the High Street has signalled a fragmentation in the textile and clothing sector. Buyers and sellers both will increasingly choose their position in the “wholeness” ladder just like has happened in food. The choice is between high quality and cheap mass produced fibres.
In 2004 Euratex in Brussels reported a drop of 10% in the High Street price of clothing. That same year saw the fastest ever growth rate for polyester production.
Abigail Petit says, “Our industry has got to change. We cannot afford anymore to make things on the chance that people might want them. We’ve got to stop making ‘more and faster’ swapping it for ‘what and how”.
Fast fashion as we know it directly keeps farmers in poverty; the cheap fibre needs cheap added value addition giving way to more sweatshops. It is a cycle that needs to broken before it is too late and textiles like aeroplanes or food packaging are regulated out of existence. 
To view the lecture manuscript please contact:
Tania Wheatcroft: media@gossypium.co.uk
Notes to Editors:

Gossypium was founded in 1998 and opened one of the U.K's first Organic & Fairtrade clothing shops on Lewes High Street in the summer of 2000. 
Gossypium has since established itself as one of the leading alternative clothing brands in the UK and Internationally. 

Products include: 

Relaxing Yoga wear - Engaging T-shirts - Soft Nightwear - Printed hoodies - Sleek underwear - Pants to poverty - Natural bed-linen - Children pyjamas - Baby gifts.
www.gossypium.co.uk
Contact:
Tania Wheatcroft: media@gossypium.co.uk
