







27th November 2006
Have You Considered the Ecological Footprint of Your Clothes?
Gossypium, a leading ethical clothing company in the UK, highlights the growing need to re-establish the link between textiles and agriculture.
The different ecological footprints left by textiles made from man made fibres i.e. polyester and natural fibres i.e. cotton are vast.  The production of one fleece takes its own weight in oil; the production of a similar cotton garment takes 3 cotton bushes.
Abigail Petit Garner, Director of Gossypium said “I want people realise that behind their cosy fleece lie some uncomfortable truths, man made fibres come from non renewable resources that emit C02. Cotton absorbs CO2 as it grows on the plant. We are all seeking to cut carbon emissions and clothing can play a vital part.”
Up until the 1950s all textiles and clothing produced anywhere in the world were made from natural fibres. Since then there has been a rapid growth in the use of man made fibres. The figures are stark in 1970, 45% of production was from man made fibres, by 2000 it had risen to 83%.
Gossypium puts cotton farmers at the heart of their business. The cotton that the products are made from comes from small scale farmers in the Kutch area in India who, like many smallholders supplying the world cotton market, have experienced real hardship because of falling cotton prices exacerbated by US and EU subsidies.  

As many as 100 million rural households are globally involved in cotton production and millions of small scale cotton farmers are increasingly at the mercy of falling and volatile world market prices and facing immense hardship.
Gossypium wants people to understand that their clothes play a significant part in their ecological footprint. Fast fashion by its nature requires cheap textiles that are flown in from abroad and promotes a throw away culture.
The cotton for Gossypium products, has been grown on a small farm, shipped to the UK and the products are made to last.

Notes to Editors:
Gossypium was founded in 1998 and opened one of the U.K's first Organic & Fairtrade clothing shops on Lewes High Street in the Summer of 2000. 
Gossypium has since established itself as one of the leading alternative clothing brands in the UK and Internationally. 

Products include: 
Relaxing Yoga wear - Engaging T-shirts - Soft Nightwear - Printed hoodies - Sleek underwear - Pants to poverty - Natural bed-linen - Children pyjamas - Baby gifts.
www.gossypium.co.uk
Gossypium, Unit 1 Shepherd Industrial Estate, Brooks Road. Lewes. BN7 2BY

T: 0870 850 9953  F: + 44 1273 481027  E: media@gossypium.co.uk

